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2013 has been another successful year for Special Olympics East Herts who have continued to grow 
and develop clubs, coaches and our name. 
 
As at the end of 31st December, 2013   £5,054.22 – balance at bank 
As at the end of 24th February, 2014   £3,323.45 – balance at bank 
 
Grants have been received from John Lewis, National Grid, and Cash4Clubs.  These funds have been 
awarded to SOEH as part of Club and Coach Development Projects.  We are currently developing 
new clubs in Choir, Cycling, Ten-Pin Bowling, Racket Sports (Racket ball, Tennis, Badminton and 
Squad) and two new Cricket Clubs (one in Hertford and one in Bishops Stortford).  Youth Football 
now has introduced Futsal and we welcome Drew Tyler and thank Tom Pritchard who helped us set 
up the Youth FC with St. Margaretsbury FC and who left us in December.  With these grants SOEH 
have been able to support coaches with coach education and congratulate Simon Turner on 
achieving his level 1 and level 2 Basketball and Clark Presland, Jim Sherwood, Mitchell Presland, Fred 
Sherwood, and Ryan Gissing on achieving their level 1 Football certificates and Maria Walker who 
achieved her Cycling Leaders Course. 
 
SOEH continues to fundraise with the main focus this year being the NSG2013.  The club funded 
sport specific and general kits and the transport to and from Bath in August 2013.  At this point we 
would like to make a special mention for Debbie Sherwood and MAC Charities who continue to raise 
funds for SOEH: the Fun Day and the Charity Ball raising over £5000, and also Jenny Carroll who 
organised a sponsored swim to the Isle of White (and was the fastest swimmer to take part!) she 
raised almost £800 for the club and Tammy Robinson who raised over £300 doing a 10 mile 
sponsored run. 
 
Our athletes have taken part in several competitions this year; however, the highlight must be the 
National Summer Games.  SOEH took a team of 24 athletes and 14 volunteers to Bath for the 9th 
SOGB National Summer Games as part of the Eastern Regional Team.   
 
The medal tally for the SO Eastern Region was an impressive 149 medals: 52 Gold; 51 Silver and 46 
Bronze, however, for me the Eastern Region stood out as the team that seemed to be the loudest 
and having the most fun!  The Eastern Regional Team had 86 athletes 24 from East Herts, 4 from 
Essex, 19 from North Cambs and 39 from St. Albans.  SO Eastern Region was represented in six 
sports: Aquatics; Athletics; Boccia; Football; Artistic and Rhythmic Gymnastics; and Tennis, with East 
Herts athletes participating in Aquatics, Athletics, Football and Tennis. 
 
Throughout the year our athletes have taken part in competitions in Athletics, Aquatics, Boccia and 
Basketball.  We wrote reports and got our press releases in the Herts Mercury, and on the Herts 
Sports Partnership website and also the local community sports networks. 



 
 
The balance sheet shows a gap in Merchandise Sales and this is one area we are keen to change.  We 
have been a little disappointed with our current kit supplier and so have now found another 
company Stortford Supplies.  This company is run by two ladies Joyce and Claire and they are very 
professional and appear to go that extra mile (which is what we want).  They are going to set up a 
website page which will allow members and coaches to order their items direct.  We will then 
organise delivery through the club so that the cost of postage and packaging isn’t an add-on.  SOEH 
will then receive 5% cashback on all sales. 
 
To breakdown the Subsistence column this is made up of 1.5 x Disability Sports Development Officer 
salary and the cost of our new website and any add-on costs.  Early in 2014 we managed to transfer 
the final 0.5 x DSDO salary to Amwell View School so as a club we have a DSDO until 2015. 
 
One of the success stories of 2013 has been the football unified team who have been called and I 
quote “one of the best examples of unified football in the country” by Tottenham Hotspur.  The 
highlight for me personally was receiving the photos of the team being cuddled by Beckham! 
 
Another success story to finish with is the SOEH Basketball (now known as HERTS RAVENS).  When 
Liam Reynolds decided to leave and spent time in the US we were a little worried the club would 
fold.  Simon Turner happened to be touring Amwell View School and Penny Warner happened to 
look up at him and ask “do you play a sport?” to which he replied Basketball and the rest is history.  
The Herts Ravens (SOEH) Basketball Club is now a stand-alone club with its own committee and are 
confident the club will continue to grow into a strong club which is completely sustainable.  This is a 
fantastic achievement and we are very proud.  We wish Herts Ravens all the best when they 
compete in Sheffield at the Nationals in a couple of weeks and who knows we could see some of our 
members going to the Worlds 2015 in LA and maybe with Simon as Head Coach – we need to watch 
this space and keep our fingers crossed. 
 
Looking to the future in 2014 Janet Warrington has been appointed GB Head Coach Aquatics 
ESG2014 and will be going to the European Summer Games in Antwerp, Belgium 9th – 22nd 
September 2014.  Janet will be taking eleven swimmers who are from around the GB:  “The Three 
Essex Boys” (Kieran Neary, Scott Cleaver and Charles Culwick) are amongst her team.  She is 
supported by two coaches from Scotland who are bringing five Scottish swimmers and then the rest 
of the team are made up from Wales, Hull and Grantham.  The team have met twice and have one 
more National Team Training in March, but it already feels like we have known each other for years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


